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mondi was killed on the spot, while the lady, who had, of course, 
fallen at the same time, lay on the ledge with a broken leg by the 
side of her uninjured sister. 

A rescue party, including Count Aldo Bonaco_ssa, brought down 
the ladies as well as the body on the same day. 

The accident caused much grief at the Congress, where Signor 
Sigismondi, a man of some fifty-six years, possessed many friends. 
He had made the first ascent of the Bessanese by its difficult W. 
face from the Glacier d' entre-deux Ris. 

• 

REVIEWS. 
Generaux Suisses commandant en chef l'armee suisse de Marignan a 1914. By 

Charles Goa. Neuchatel (Attinger), 1932, in 4to, with plates. 

MouNTAINEERS are always interested in things Swiss. M. Charles 
Gos's last book enables lovers of the Alps to discover practically 
unknown chapters of Alpine history. Early travellers in Switzer
land kept relating a few anecdotes about Swiss armies but, through 
the course of two or three centuries, they hardly changed their 
topics and gave but very few accurate details. Some highly spec
tacular episodes of military history became popular, but no names 
survived this very amateurish way of dealing with the subject. 
The invasion of Switzerland by French armies in 1798-99 was 
denounced as a most heinous crime, ~ut no one, not even Words
worth, who had travelled through the country and wrote indignantly 
about the invasion, knew exactly what had happened. 

M. Charles Gos has succeeded in giving a new life to this forgotten 
history. His book is much more than a biography of the eleven 
generals who commanded the Swiss army between 1515 and 1919. 
It is a vivid, though concise, picture of the life of the whole army 
through four centuries, and the figures of Hohensax, Erlach-Castelen, 
Muralt, etc., stand out against this very striking background. The 
last chapter deals with the part acted by the Swiss army during 
the war. · 

The long bibliography will be most useful to scholars interested 
in similar subjects. It is a pity the book has no index; I under
stand the author had compiled one, but it was cut out by the pub
lisher, to save expense! : 

CLAIRE-ELIANE' ENG'E~. 

Modern Mountaineering. By George D. Abr~ham. Pp. 198 +16 illustration~. 
Methuen & Co., Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. 

THIS is a difficult book to review satisfactorily. It is hardly worthy 
of Mr. Abraham's reputation as a writer on Alpine subjects. The 
title does not seem very apt, since certain portions of the contents 
cannot be classed as modern mountaineering and a fraction only 
of the outstanding achievements of recent years is included. In 
short, the volume is too small for so exetnsive a subject. _There is., 
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h~wever, a- certain amount" of matter which might interest the 
Alpine reader. Mr. Abraham is probably at his best in the section 
dealing with the British hills, and the chapter on equipment gives 
some useful advice. 

We are glad to note that Mr. Abraham seems to regard with a 
disapproving eye the unsportsmanlike and often fantastic develop
l!lents of modern scrambling with the extravagant use of artificial 
aids, and the reckless disregard of the value of human life which 
tend to bring discredit on what is perhaps the finest and most 
uplifting sport the world has known. Although one cannot always 
be certain of his sincerity in this attitude, I think that :b.e must have 
had his tongue in his cheek when he proposed the amazing plan for 
circumventing the avalanche dangers in the W etterhorn couloirs. 
· I am afraid that I cannot agree with ma~y of Mr. Abraham's 

statements. The Bregaglia Group has certainly received a full share 
of attention from British climbers, and we venture to assert that 
Pourmayeur is far better known to . them than Mr. Abraham leads 
the reader to suppose. · 
. The reader might infer that Miss Miriam O'Brien's Schreckhorn
Lauteraarhorn traverse was new, whereas this expedition was 
achieved for the first' time in 1902 on the same day by two parties, 
each consisting curiously enough of a lady with two guides, who made 
their traverses in opposite directions, the ladies being respectively 
Miss Gertrude Bell and Fraulein Kuntze. 
. We question whether the ' Fontaine ' chimney on the Requin is 
often ascended, and it is quite possible that Hans Almer's feat has 
never been repeated. 

The assertion that there are no longer corniches on the Lyskamm 
is fantastic, to say the least of it, although they undoubtedly vary 
in dimensions in different seasons. · 

Mr. Abraham's natural admiration for Mr. 0. G. Jones' great 
qualities as a rock-climber is comprehensible, but it is no justification 
for saddling the guides involved in the Dent Blanche disaster with 
the whole blame for what happened. 

The inclusion of a certain portion of the story of the accident to 
.:Mr. R. L .. G. Irvi;ng's party on l'Rveque is quite 11nnecessary and, 
in my opinion, not in very good taste. It is moreover not quite 
accurate, as although on two ropes on the ascent the party had 
joined up on one rope for the descent. · · 

I cannot remember any book which contains quite so many 
.mistakes in nomenclature and spelling. A few examples among many 
others are: 'Sir' instead of' Lord' Francis Douglas; 'Aymond' 
for ' Aymonod ' ; ' Peter ' for ,. Josef ' Knubel ; ' Prestigstub.l ' for 
'PredigstU:hl'; 'Adank' for 'Adang.' 'Saas Fee' has no ~cc~nt 
on the first 'e,' and the German 'Emil' has no accent, while the 
French form is spelt ' Einile. ,_ . 

'Montanvers' should be either' Montanvert' or' Montenvers,' the 
latter being . npw the ac.cepted spelling. ' Rue ' de la Bicyclette 
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·should be either 'Route' or 'Vire,' the last named being now the 
usual name employed. 

Kaufmann is an unknown name in the Nicolaital. 
I regret to appear somewhat hypercritical, but it appears to me 

that Mr. Abraham has not taken sufficient trouble in editing his 
work. However, in spite of its defects, Mr. Abraham's book is worth 
the attention of the mountaineer, and, in conclusion:, I shpulq like 
to express unstinted admiration of the very beautiful and well
chosen series of photographic illustrations which are beyond criticis~. 
. S. S. 

THE ALPINE OLUB LIBRARY. 
, 

By A. J. MACKINTOSH. 

The following works have been added to the Library :·-

- Club Publications. 
(1) Akad. Alpenver. Berlin. Jahresbericht 1930-32; 9! x 6: pp. 48: plates. 

1933 
(2) Akad. Alpenclub Zurich. Jahrbuch. · 1933 
Alpine Ski Club. Review, vol. 2. 8! x 5!. London, 1933 
(3) C.A. Belge~ Bulletin.' 9! x 6!: plates. Oct.-Dec. 1932. 
D.u.Oe.A.-V. Planen. Festschrift. 10 x 7: pp. 90: plates. 1933 
(4) Himalayan Journal. Vol. 5. · 1933 
(5) Ladies' Alpine· Club. Year-book. 7! x 4!: pp. 55. 1933 
(6) Norsk Tindeklub. Norsk Fjellsport, 1933. 25-ars jubileum. Redigert av 
· H. T<f>nsberg. 9! x 6!: pp. 199 : plates. Oslo, 1933 
{7) Norske Turistfor. Arbok. · 1933 
(8) S.A.C. Basel. Jahresbericht, 69 Vereinsjahr. 9 x 6!: pp. 75: plates. 

. 1931 
-- 70 Vereinsjahr. pp. 79: plates. 1932 
Ski Club of Great Britain. Ski Notes and Queries. 9 x 5!. Westminster, 1933 
(9) Slovenk. Plan. Drustvo. Ob 40letnici. · 9! x 6! : pp. 270 ; plates. 

Ljubljana, 1933 
(10) Svensk. FjaJlklub. .Arsbok, Till Fjalls. 9! x 7!: pp. 76: ill. 1933. 
Svensk. Turistfor. Turistkalender. 7! x 4!: pp. 88. 1933 
-- Arsskrift. 8! x 5! : pp. 387 : plates. 1933 

New Books. 
(11) Abraham, George D. Modern mountaineering. 7! x 5: pp. viii, 198: 

plates. London, Methuen (1933) 
Das Alpenbuch. 1.-3. J ahrgange. Der Eidg. Postverwaltung. 9! x 6! : ill. 

. Bern, 1930-32 
(12) Bauer, Paul. Um den Kantsch. Der zweite deutsche Angriff auf den 

Kangchendzonga 1931. 9 x 6: pp. 191: map, plates. 
Miinchen, Knorr & Hirth, 1933 

Bellows, William. Photography in the high Alps. In Photogr. Journal, 
London, 73. 10 x 7!: pp. 241-7: ill. June 1933 

Burtscher, Guido. Die Kam pfe in den Felsen der Tofana. Geschichte der . . . 
Kampfabschnitte Travenanzes und Lagazuoi. 9! x 6!: pp. 232 : map, ill. 

· Bregenz, Teubsch, 1933 
Church, Richard. News from the mountain. 7 x 4!: pp. viii, 75: portraits 

London, Dent (1932), 3s. 6d. 
A volume of verse. 

~13) .Comitato glaciologicQ·italiano. Bollettino, 13. 10! x 7!: maps, ill. · ·. 
· Torino, 1933, xi.' 
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